STUDENTS OR SORCERER'S APPRENTICES ?
turn again and again to the city that was ours!)
The composer, who shyly revered the great masters
as only another great composer can, was asked a
question which was quite fashionable at the time,
" Are you a Beethovenian or a Mozartian ?"
Schubert replied, " Fm a Schubertian."
It may occasionally flatter the teacher when his
students are proud of him. But a real teacher hopes
he may be proud of his students. If the work of the
novice is to praise the master, it is necessary that
the student be " his own man."
I often had long talks with Freud about the
qualifications and education of the analyst. We
were agreed that a medical education is inadequate
for the profession of analyst. In the course of the
conversation, Freud pointed out that poets (Shakes-
peare, Goethe, Dostoyevsky) and philosophers (Plato,
Schopenhauer, Nietzsche) had come closer to the
fundamental truths of psycho-analysis than had the
physicians. He once informed me that the natural
scientist, and philosopher, Paracelsus (1493-1541),
had advanced a theory of neurotic therapy which
was akin to that of psycho-analysis. This scientist,
who had been persecuted as a quack, had recom-
mended a strengthening of the ego as a counterpoise
to the instinctual forces which are morbidly ex-
pressed in neurosis. " Just what he himself under-
stood by it, I don't know/' Freud added, " but there
is no doubt about its correctness."
On the question of the education of the analyst
Freud differed with me. He found my views too
exacting and had more respect than I for the value
of instruction. He admitted, however, that the
personal inclinations and talent of the individual
were more important than is generally conceded. In
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